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1/02/21 Annual Meeting

President LouEllen Wilson called the meeting to order at 10:07.  A quorum was met with 94 paid memberships and 49 in person. Board members in attendance:
Craig Baresel, Candy Cohen, Linda Cotherman, Pat Gordon, Sally Johnson, Cori Palmere, Meryl Schaffer, Heather Stout, and Lindsay Yates.
Minutes from 2019 Annual Meeting were not available.  LouEllen summarized and the Minutes as offered verbally were accepted. 
President’s Report– Letter attached
(New board members last year elected for 2-year terms were Craig Baresel, Linda Cotherman, Sally Johnson, Heather Stout, and LouEllen Wilson.)
It was noted that we had 6 or 7 new members present attending the annual meeting for the first time. (3 from Kettle Harbor, 1 from N. Gulf & 1 Resort).
Treasurer’s Report – Posted to the web page.  Income was $11,200 (primarily Dues) Expenses were $8,000 for Net Cash of $3200.  Expense is mostly for Insurance - $3800, Extra Security for 4th of July - $1000, Attorney Fee - $1,000.

Scholarship recipient, Ali Dunlap, $500.

Committee Reports – See President’s Report
a. Info Central/Sally – 
b. Social/Rose – 
c. Island Watch/Linda – 
d. Barrier Island Fire Advisory Board – 
e. Utility Update/Craig – Copy attached.
f. Administration/Lindsay –
g. Security/Dave – 
h. Scholarship/Heather –
i. Welcome & Membership/Cori – 
j. Beautification/Pat – 
Old Business: Nothing to Discuss
New Business:

a. The 2021 Budget was approved.

b. Board members elected for 2-year terms: Candy Cohen, Pat Gordon, Cori Palmere, Meryl Schaffer, and Lindsay Yates. Board total remains at 10. 
Question & Answer & Comments:  Began 10:42
Dick Sadenwater – Would like a show of hands for who is in favor of PIE taking a position to fight the private sewer utility EU, LLC that is requesting to be the service area provider.

Monica Errico – Mentioned that Jack Boyer (providing water to LGI) lost his license sometime in 2000 and was not re-licensed until 2013.  He is a high risk from the standpoint of financial & experience.  Questioned if there was some sort of agreement between the utilities?

Cheryl Klaus – no information offered as to rates, cost, or what type of system.  Two were mentioned: Vacuum system which is more expensive initially, but lower maintenance cost long term.  The other, Low Pressure is less expensive initially, but involves higher maintenance cost long term.
Buzz Mallet – Hire an attorney on Monday, time is of the essence here.

Shannon    - We need consensus moving forward and hire an attorney.
Meryl Schaffer – Application submitted in October to PSC.  Letter sent to all stakeholders posted December 17. (Due to Holiday postal as well as Covid effects of winter visitors not arriving for Season, some did not receive).  Response to object to EU’s request is 30 days from December 17. Final approval by PSC is on agenda for April 21, 2021.

Other discussion followed regarding the need for sewer, can we join in with Cape Haze HOA, who has already hired an attorney?  Charlotte County is happy for EU to take on this responsibility (which is actually in CC 15-year Sewer Master Plan). EU is requesting a waiver for providing information on: initial cost to hook-up, no rate schedule, and not requiring financial statement. Objections to the waiver must arrive at the PSC clerk email box by noon, January 4, 2021.  All concerned members are encouraged to respond individually to the deadline on January 4.
Motion was made by Dick Sadenwater that PIE get involved and represent the membership by hiring an attorney at the next scheduled Board of Director’s meeting on January 11, 2021, to fight the granting of the application to provide sewer service to the certified service area.  Motion carried almost unanimously, with 2 in opposition.
Next Board Meeting is January 11, 2021.

Meeting adjourned 11:33 a.m.







Respectfully,
















Pat Gordon

